[Recurrent bladder cancer after BCG instillation therapy. Local therapy options?].
Patients with a so-called BCG failure (Bacillus Calmette-Guérin) constitute an inhomogeneous group of patients. Patients with BCG recurrence or BCG refractive tumors are real BCG failures. Therapeutic options are radical cystectomy and a conservative approach, depending on the individual risk of recurrence and progression. Intravesical chemotherapy with docetaxel or gemcitabine after BCG failure shows some promise whereas second line immunotherapy, the combination of BCG and interferon (INF)-α, is an effective regimen but results need to be confirmed. Device-assisted intravesical strategies, such as mitomycin-EMDA or chemohyperthermia are candidates to keep in mind for the near future. Finally, cystectomy results in the best disease-specific survival in patients with BCG failure.